CHAPTER  VII
1832
Crisis in Balzac's private life—" Contes Drolatiques "—Madame Hanska's life before she met Balzac—Description of her appearance—"Louis Lambert"—Disinterested conduct on the part of Madame de Berny—Relations between Balzac and his mother—Balzac and the Marquise de Castries—His despair.
THE year 1832 was a crisis and a turning-point in the history of Balzac's private life.
Old relations changed their aspect; he received a terrible and mortifying wound to his heart and to his vanity; and while he staggered under this blow, a new interest, not in the beginning absorbing, but destined in time to engulf all others, crept at first almost unnoticed into his life.
He was now thirty-three years old ; it was time that he should perform the duty of a French citizen and should settle down and marry ; and as a preliminary, it seemed necessary that Madame de Berny should no longer continue to occupy her predominant place in his life. She was, as we know, twenty-two years older than he, and was a woman capable not only of romantic attachment, but also of the most disinterested conduct where her affections were concerned. She saw clearly that, having formed Balzac, helped him practically, taught him, given him useful introductions—in
134turned against Balzac after his famous lawsuit, and showed a vindictive hate which at first sight is surprising. However, in thisf the confusion caused in the printing-offices by Balzac's peculiar
